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P081247Z OCT 77 
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UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 LONDON 16816 

FROM USDEL ANTARCTIC 

E.O. LL652 GDS 
TAGS: XV.TGEN, EMIN 

SUBJECT: ANTARCTIC TREATY: RECOMMENDATION ADOPTED ON 
ANTARCTIC MINERAL RESOURCES 

L. FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE RECOMMENDATION ON 
ANTARCTIC MINERAL RESOURCES ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY AT THE 
FINAL PLENARY SESSION OF THE NINTH ANTARCTIC TREATY 
CONSULTATIVE MEETING. 

2. BEGIN TEXT OF RECOMMENDATION, QUOTE: 

THE REPRESENTATIVES, 

RECALLING THE PROVISIONS OF THE ANTARCTIC TREATY, 

WHICH ESTABLISHES A REGIME EOR INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 
IN ANTARCTICA, WITH THE OBJECTIVE OE ENSURING THAT 
ANTARCTICA SHOULD CONTINUE FOREVER TO BE USED EXCLUSIVELY 
FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES AND SHOULD NOT BECOME THE SCENE 
OR OBJECT OF INTERNATIONAL DISCORD; 

BEARING IN MIND THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE IV OF THE 
TREATY; 

CONVINCED THAT THE FRAMEWORK ESTABLISHED BY THE 
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ANTARCTIC TREATY HAS PROVED EFFECTIVE IN PROMOTING 
INTERNATIONAL HARMONY IN FURTHERANCE OF THE PURPOSES 
AND PRINCIPLES OF THE UNITED NATIONS CHARTER, IN 
ENSURING THE PROTECTION OF THE ANTARCTIC ENVIRONMENT, AND 
IN PROMOTING FREEDOM OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH IN 
ANTARCTICA; 

NOTING WITH THANKS THE REPORT OF THE SCIENTIFIC 
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COMMITTEE ON ANTARCTIC RESEARCH (SCAR) GROUP OF 
SPECIALISTS ENTITLED "A PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT OF THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF MINERAL EXPLORATION/EXPLOITA- 
TION IN ANTARCTICA (EAMREA); 

RECOGNIZING NEVERTHELESS THAT ADEQUATE SCIENTIFIC 
DATA CONCERNING THE HARMFUL ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS OF 
ACTIVITIES RELATED TO THE EXPLORATION AND EXPLOITATION 
OF ANTARCTIC MINERAL RESOURCES, SHOULD THEY OCCUR, ARE 
NOT YET AVAILABLE; 

CONCERNED THAT UNREGULATED ACTIVITIES RELATED TO 
EXPLORATION AND EXPLOITATION OF MINERAL RESOURCES COULD 
ADVERSELY AFFECT THE UNIQUE ENVIRONMENT OF THE ANTARC- 
TIC AND OTHER ECOSYSTEMS DEPENDENT ON THE ANTARCTIC 
ENVIRONMENT; 

CONSCIOUS THAT THE CONSULTATIVE PARTIES TO THE 
ANTARCTIC TREATY IN CARRYING OUT SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 
IN THE AREA HAVE ACCUMULATED VALUABLE EXPERIENCE AND 
CAN SUBSTANTIALLY CONTRIBUTE TO THE PROTECTION OF THE 
ENVIRONMENT AND THE RATIONAL USE OF ANTARCTIC MINERAL 
RESOURCES, SHOULD EXPLORATION OR EXPLOITATION THEREOF 
OCCUR; 

AWARE OF THE SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITIES OF CONSULTA- 
TIVE PARTIES TO ENSURE THAT ANY ACTIVITIES IN 
ANTARCTICA, INCLUDING COMMERCIAL EXPLORATION AND 
EXPLOITATION IN THE FUTURE, SHOULD THEY OCCUR, SHOULD 
NOT BECOME THE CAUSE OF INTERNATIONAL DISCORD, OF DANGER 
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TO THE UNIQUE ANTARCTIC ENVIRONMENT, OF DISRUPTION TO 
TO SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION, OR BE OTHERWISE CONTRARY 
TO THE PRINCIPLES OR PURPOSES OF THE ANTARCTIC TREATY; 
RECOMMEND TO THEIR GOVERNMENTS THAT: 

L. THEY REAFFIRM THE BASIC PRINCIPLES SET FORTH IN 
RECOMMENDATION VIII-L4 OF THE EIGHTH ANTARCTIC 
TREATY CONSULTATIVE MEETING; 

2. THEY TAKE NOTE WITH APPRECIATION OF THE REPORT OF 
THE GROUP OF EXPERTS ON MINERAL EXPLORATION AND 
EXPLOITATION ANNEXED TO THE REPORT OF THE NINTH 
CONSULTATIVE MEETING AND MAKE THE BEST POSSIBLE USE 
OF ITS CONCLUSIONS AND GUIDELINES; 

3. THEY CONTINUE TO STUDY THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 
OF MINERAL RESOURCE ACTIVITIES IN THE ANTARCTIC 

TREATY AREA AND HOLD AT A TIME AND PLACE TO BE 
ARRANGED THROUGH DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS A MEETING OF 
ECOLOGICAL, TECHNOLOGICAL AND OTHER RELATED EXPERTS, 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH RECOMMENDATION IV-24, WITH A 
VIEW TO DEVELOPING SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMMES AIMED AT: 

(I) IMPROVING PREDICTIONS OF THE IMPACT OF POSSIBLE 
TECHNOLOGIES FOR MINERAL EXPLORATION AND 
EXPLOITATION IN THE ANTARCTIC, AS OUTLINED IN 
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SECTION IIB OF THE REPORT OF THE GROUP OF EXPERTS, 

AND IN SECTION 5 OF THE SCAR EAMREA GROUP REPORT; 

OF (II) DEVELOPING MEASURES FOR THE PREVENTION OF 

DAMAGE TO THE ENVIRONMENT OR FOR ITS REHABILITATION, 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION IIC OE THE REPORT OF 

THE GROUP OF EXPERTS; 

4. THEY ENDORSE THE FOLLOWING PRINCIPLES ELABORATED AT 

THE SPECIAL PREPARATORY MEETING HELD IN PARIS PROM 

28 JUNE TO 10 JULY 1976;- 

(I) THE CONSULTATIVE PARTIES WILL CONTINUE TO 
PLAY AN ACTIVE AND RESPONSIBLE ROLE IN DEALING 
WITH THE QUESTION OF THE MINERAL RESOURCES OF 
ANTARCTIC; 

(II) THE ANTARCTIC TREATY MUST BE MAINTAINED IN ITS 
ENTIRETY; 

(III) PROTECTION OF THE UNIQUE ANTARCTIC ENVIRON- 
MENT AND OF ITS DEPENDENT ECOSYSTEMS SHOULD 
BE A BASIC CONSIDERATION; 

(IV) THE CONSULTATIVE PARTIES, IN DEALING WITH 
THE QUESTION OF MINERAL RESOURCES IN ANTARC- 
TICA, SHOULD NOT PREJUDICE THE INTERESTS OF 
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ALL MANKIND IN ANTARCTICA; 

5. THEY NOTE THAT THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE IV OE THE 
ANTARCTIC TREATY SHALL NOT BE AFFECTED BY THE REGIME. 

IT SHOULD ENSURE THAT THE PRINCIPLES EMBODIED IN 
ARTICLE IV OE THE ANTARCTIC TREATY ARE SAFEGUARDED 
IN APPLICATION TO THE AREA COVERED BY THE ANTARCTIC 
TREATY. 

6. THEY STUDY THE CONTENT OF A FUTURE REGIME BASED ON 
THE PRINCIPLES CONTAINED IN PARAGRAPHS 4 AND 5 AND 

ON SUCH EURTHER PRINCIPLES, RULES AND ARRANGEMENTS 
AS MAY BE AGREED, TAKING FULL ACCOUNT OF ALL PRO- 
POSALS SUBMITTED TO THE IXTH CONSULTATIVE MEETING. 

7. THE SUBJECT "ANTARCTIC RESOURCES - THE QUESTION OF 
MINERAL EXPLORATION AND EXPLOITATION" BE THE SUBJECT 
OF INTENSIFIEDV 

SULTATION AMONG THEM AND THEY URGE 
THE HOST GOVERNMENT OF THE TENTH CONSULTATIVE 
MEETING TO CONVENE A MEETING TO CONSIDER LEGAL AND 
POLITICAL ASPECTS OE MINERAL RESOURCE ISSUES; THE 
MEETING TO REPORT TO THE TENTH CONSULTATIVE 
MEETING ON THE RESULTS OF ITS WORK. 

8. THE SUBJECT "ANTARCTIC RESOURCES - THE QUESTION OF 
MINERAL EXPLORATION AND EXPLOITATION" BE PLACED 
ON THE AGENDA OE THE TENTH ANTARCTIC TREATY CON- 
SULTATIVE MEETING; 

9. THEY URGE THEIR NATIONALS AND OTHER STATES TO REFRAIN 
FROM ALL EXPLORATION AND EXPLOITATION OF ANTARCTIC 
MINERAL RESOURCES WHILE MAKING PROGRESS TOWARDS THE 
TIMELY ADOPTION OF AN AGREED REGIME CONCERNING 
ANTARCTIC MINERAL RESOURCE ACTIVITIES. THEY WILL 

THUS ENDEAVOR TO ENSURE THAT, PENDING THE TIMELY 
ADOPTION OE AGREED SOLUTIONS PERTAINING TO EXPLORA- 
TION AND EXPLOITATION OF MINERAL RESOURCES, NO 
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ACTIVITY SHALL BE CONDUCTED TO EXPLORE OR EXPLOIT 
SUCH RESOURCES. THEY WILL KEEP THESE MATTERS 
UNDER CONTINUING EXAMINATION. 


BREWSTER 
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